
 
 

 

 

 
Centennial Resolution 

March 7, 2022 
 

 
The City of Winooski is proud to celebrate 100 years of welcoming and opportunity with a special resolution to 

officially mark this momentous occasion.  
 

 
Whereas, the name ‘Winooski’ draws its origins from the Abenaki tribe meaning “onion land river” - 
archaeological study suggests occupation by indigenous people living along the banks of the 
Winooski River as far back as 9,000 years ago; and 
 
Whereas, Ira and Ethan Allen formed the Onion River Land Company in 1773, settling in the 
Winooski Falls area of Colchester creating a major commercial center in Northern Vermont; and 
 
Whereas, the 1800s marked the lasting impression of the mill industry, making Winooski one of the 
largest industrialized places in Vermont providing employment opportunities for French Canadian, 
Polish, Syrian, Lebanese, Irish, and Italian families looking for work; and 
 
Whereas, Winooski was once a village in Colchester, becoming its own city after the Vermont 
Legislature and voters approved a charter change in March 1922; and 

 
Whereas, Winooski has persevered through many defining hardships, including the Vermont Flood 
of 1927 and the closing of our last mill in 1954; and 
 
Whereas, the 1960s, 70s, and 80s made way for efforts such as the Model Cities and Urban 
Renewal programs, utilizing old spaces to create new opportunities; and 
 
Whereas, in the 2000s, Winooski received Downtown Designation by the State and established a 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District to support investment in our thriving community; and 
 
Whereas, Winooski continues to be a refugee resettlement community, welcoming new neighbors 
from Vietnam, Bosnia, Iraq, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Somalia, Bhutan, Burma, Sudan, Nepal, and many 
other countries; and 
 



 
 

 

 

Whereas, at the time of the 2020 Census, Winooski had a population of 7,997 people, occupied 
1.43 square miles, and was one of the most densely populated and racially diverse cities in Northern 
New England; and 

 
Whereas, Winooski recently adopted the phrase ‘Vermont’s Opportunity City’ and began telling our 
shared story of welcoming and opportunity:  
 
“For almost 100 years, Winooski has welcomed strivers - people looking to build a better life for 
themselves and their families. We’re a small city where neighbors know each other. We’re a city 
where all of our kids learn together, play together, and grow together. We’re a community where 
everyone can participate in city government, in neighborhood gatherings, and in our lively 
downtown. We’re always striving to improve our city and to welcome our next new neighbors.” 
 
Now therefore, be it resolved by the Winooski City Council that we recognize March 7, 2022 as 
Winooski’s 100th municipal anniversary and welcome our residents and visitors to reflect on our 
important history as we look forward to the next 100 years. 
 
Join us in celebration by visiting legacy.winooskivt.gov to see our features, events, and offerings 
and be sure to join us for the Community Birthday Party on June 4, 2022! 
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